April Minutes

Page 3

[image: image1.png]Armstrong Conservation District

Armsdale Administration Building
124 Armsdale Road * Suite B-2
Kittanning, PA 16201-3738
Phone: 724-548-3425
Fax: 724-545-9012
E-mail: c-drupert@state.pa.us




APRIL 2011 MINUTES
The Armstrong Conservation District Board of Directors held their monthly meeting at the Armsdale Administration Building, 124 Armsdale Road, Kittanning, PA on Wednesday, April 20, 2011.

Chairman Spurgeon Shilling called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Directors present: Dennis Hawley, Jerry Longwell, Andrew Kimmel, Dave Collier and DeJay Claypoole; Associate Director, Michelle Hickman and John Linkes; District Manager, Dave Rupert, E&S Tech I Christine Cramer, Watershed Specialist Dave Beale, Office Manager Cindy Smith, NRCS Laurel Hoffman, DEP Representative Chuck Kubasik, AmeriCorps Member Dave Harkleroad.   
Public Comment on Agenda Items – None
Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Andrew Kimmel to approve the minutes of March 16, 2011 as presented. Motion carried.

The Treasurer reported a balance of $201,123.69.  Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by Jerry Longwell to approve the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit.   Motion carried.  Outstanding Bills – RC & D dues deferred to Other Business.  No Needed Supplies were presented. 

OLD BUSINESS
2011 Tree Sale – District Manager Dave Rupert reported on 2011 tree sale.  Profit of $1,159.27.    
2011 Legislative Breakfast – Well attended event.  Event will continue in 2012. 
Soil Stewardship – Materials were distributed to churches and schools.  Total cost for materials and postage were under budget.
Two Tiered Retirement Plan – District Manager Dave Rupert explained that the District cannot have a fluctuating contribution rate for new hires through PMRS.  New hires after July 1, 2011, the District would contribute 5% and a 5% match from the employee.  This item will be discussed in further detail in an executive session at the end of the meeting.  
Envirothon – is scheduled for Tuesday, May 10, 2011 from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm at ELC at Crooked Creek.  12 teams will be participating.  Subway will be providing meals for all participants.  The District received $650 in donations for this event.
NEW BUSINESS

Capitol Day – is scheduled for May 3, 2011 in Harrisburg.  The event is to begin at 8:30 am.  
OTHER BUSINESS

RC & D Program – Federal support for the RC&D Program has been withdrawn due to the passage of the FY 2011 budget package effective April 15, 2011.  Efforts are being discussed on continuing the program through individual counties or as a region. Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by Dave Collier to pay the 2011 RC & D dues ($300).  Motion carried.
CORRESPONDENCE – 1) The District received notice that Elderton State Bank will be closing its Kittanning branch office August 26, 2011. 2) PACD President Pro Tempore Joseph Scarnati willingness to include dedicated funding for conservation districts in his proposed impact fee legislation.  The ACD Board has elected to take no action.  3)  David Harkelroad AmeriCorps (300 hr) member was introduced to the group.  Two persons Devin Creighton and Jesse McCullough have expressed an interest in the 300 / hrs AmeriCorps summer part-time position.
AGENCY REPORTS – Nothing to add to written reports. 
No Cooperator Agreements were presented requesting assistance. 

The following Erosion and Sediment Control Plans were submitted to the District Board for approval / disapproval:

	Date
	Name
	Twp.
	Rev. 
By
	Status

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - Armstrong Ct - env rev
	Kittanning
	CC
	 - - - 

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - Parkview Apts - env rev
	Ford City
	CC
	 - - - 

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - S McKean Way - env rev
	Kittanning
	CC
	 - - -

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - Allegheny Manor - env rev
	Kittanning
	CC
	 - - - 

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - Garden Towers - env rev
	Kittanning
	CC
	 - - - 

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - Freeport Towers - env rev
	Freeport
	CC
	 - - - 

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - Luxemburg Manor - env rev
	North Apollo
	CC 
	 - - - 

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - Lee Haven Towers - env rev
	Leechburg
	CC 
	 - - - 

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - Warren Manor - env rev
	Apollo
	CC
	 - - - 

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - Friendship Apts - env rev
	Leechburg
	CC
	 - - - 

	 3/17/2011
	Arm Co Housing Auth - county wide imp - env rev
	County Wide
	CC 
	 - - - 

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - Armstrong Court - prime farmland
	Kittanning
	LH
	N

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - Parkview Apts - prime farmland
	Ford City
	LH
	N

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - S McKean Way - prime farmland
	Kittanning
	LH 
	N

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - Allegheny Manor - prime farmland
	Kittanning
	LH
	Y

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - Garden Towers - prime farmland
	Kittanning
	LH
	N

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - Freeport Towers - prime farmland
	Freeport
	LH
	N

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - Luxemburg Manor - prime farmland
	North Apollo
	LH
	N

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - Lee Haven Towers - prime farmland
	Leechburg
	LH
	N

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - Warren Manor - prime farmland
	Apollo
	LH
	N

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - Friendship Apts - prime farmland
	Leechburg
	LH
	N

	 3/21/2011
	Arm Co Housing - PHA Wide - prime farmland
	County Wide
	LH
	 - - - 

	 3/28/2011
	Parks Twp Mun Waterline - prime farmland
	Parks
	LH
	Y

	 3/28/2011
	Ford City High School - add/alterations
	Ford City
	CC
	A

	 4/7/2011
	PA Ameri Water Co - Kaylor Bridge & 4 stream crossings
	Brady's Bend
	CC
	A

	 4/13/2011
	Dominion Transmission - pipe exposure
	Mahoning
	CC
	A

	 4/13/2011
	Arm Co YMCA - NPDES PAG2-000311001
	Kittanning
	CC
	D

	 4/18/2011
	Byrd Yeany Waste Area (Mayport Bridge)
	Redbank
	CC
	A

	 4/18/2011
	Byrd Yeany Borrow Area (Mayport Bridge)
	Redbank
	CC
	A


Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to approve the above plans and their review status as presented. Motion carried. 
COOPERATIVE PLAN REVIEWS – None

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS - None

PDIP PLANS - None

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
· Andrew Kimmel and Denny Hawley serve on the Lenape Tech Occupational Citizen Advisory Council committee for the Natural Resource Technology department.  2010 Outstanding Youth Educator award recipient Steve Misera has been including his award designation on grant applications that he has been applying for.    
· Rayburn Township has adopted an ordinance authorizing the use of all-terrain vehicles on nine (9) of its roads in the township.  Director Andrew Kimmel strongly opposes this action.
· The Marcellus industry is to stop taking wastewater to 15 treatment plants by May 19 due to high concentrations of bromide that is discharged back into the Pa waterways from the treated water.
At 8:05 pm, the District Board went into executive session to discuss personnel matter.  At 8:1 3pm, they returned from executive session. Andrew Kimmel moved with a second from Jerry Longwell to modify the District retirement plan with PMRS for newly hired employees effective July 1, 2011. Newly hired employees that begin work on or after July 1, 2011 will have the District contribute 5% of their gross salary to the District retirement plan with PMRS. Those employees hired on or after July 1, 2011 will be required to match the District contribution at the rate of 5%.  The vote on the matter is recorded as follows: Those in favor - 6, those opposed - 0, those abstaining - 0, those absent - 1. The manager was instructed to inform PMRS of this decision and to have the new contract document prepared and executed.

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Shilling, hearing no objections, declared the meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy L Smith

Office Manager
