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JUNE 2010 MINUTES
The Armstrong Conservation District Board of Directors held their monthly meeting at the Armsdale Administration Building, 124 Armsdale Road, Kittanning, PA on Wednesday, June 16, 2010.

Vice-Chairman Andrew Kimmel called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  Others present: Jerry Longwell, Dennis Hawley, and DeJay Claypoole, Directors; Michelle Hickman and Pam Meade, Associate Directors; Chris Cramer, E&S Tech I/Assistant Manager; Dave Beale, Watershed Specialist; James W. Burgess, NRCS SDC; and Evan Goldstrohm, OSM/Vista Summer Associate.

Motion to approve the May 19, 2010 minutes was made by Jerry Longwell, seconded by Dennis Hawley.  Motion carried.

Treasurer reported a balance of $93,631.47.  Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit and to pay the outstanding bills was made by Jerry Longwell, seconded by DeJay Claypoole.  Motion carried
Old Business:
Ford F-150 Update:  Brian Delp picked up the vehicle this past weekend.  Parts have been ordered and they are expected to be in the next 2-3 weeks.  The vehicle will hopefully be done by the July Board meeting.  Brian asked for ½ of the estimated cost in advance to help with the expense.  This was placed on the outstanding bills.

OSM/VISTA Selection:  One of the 2 candidates that expressed interest in the position decided to remain where he is currently assigned.  Andrew Miller visited the District office on Tuesday and was taken on a tour of the County by Dave Beale and Evan Goldstrohm.  If he decides to work for us, he could begin his service term at the end of August.  Evan has also expressed an interest in a year-long internship.  His term ends July 31, 2010 so he would be able to begin at the end of the calendar year.  This is because OSM/VISTA can only begin service on a quarterly basis.

ESM Workshop:  The 2010 ESM Training was held on June 8 and 9 and was co-sponsored with the Indiana Conservation District.  This training event was a success and was the second largest turnout since the program’s beginning 10 years ago.  There were over 100 township supervisors and representatives from other agencies and organizations in attendance representing 21 Armstrong and 15 Indiana County municipalities.  ACD budgeted $3,634.82 – expenses totaled $1,548.17 with a balance of $2,086.65.  Indiana County will be billed for their portion of food and snacks in the amount of $804.49.
New Business:
District Funds Sample Investment Policy:  Discussion followed.  Jerry Longwell stated that it 
was not mandatory and the district was already doing the items that were suggested.

CSP Promotional Letter of Agreement (Draft):  Motion was made by Jerry Longwell, seconded by Dennis Hawley to enter into this agreement.  Motion carried.  

Other Business:
The annual dirt and gravel road conference will be held in Erie on September 28 and 29, 2010.  Dave Rupert and Greg Shustrick will be attending and funds have been allocated for board members and/or QAB members to attend.  Motion was made by Jerry Longwell, seconded by Dennis Hawley to pay the expenses of staff, associate directors, and board members who wish to attend. Motion carried.

Dayton Fair will be held August 16-21 which will be a conflict with the regular monthly meeting for August.  Motion was made by Dennis Hawley, seconded by Jerry Longwell to cancel the August meeting.  Motion carried.  Volunteers will be needed to work the booth at the fair and a sign-up sheet will be ready for the July meeting.

REAP Program sign ups are now open for county farmers and will be accepted beginning August 2nd on a first come-first served basis.  This year, producers who applied last year and were not accepted for REAP will be given an opportunity to update their applications. Any interested producer should contact Jessica Schaub for assistance in filling out the application.

Manager’s Summit is being attended by Dave Rupert and he will be meeting with Commissioner Mary Ann Warren, the new President of PACD regarding the list of concerns that the ACD Board has presented to them 3 times over the last 2 years.  She will be attending the Summit meeting and has offered to discuss individual and collective District concerns about the association. 

PACD Executive Council will remember Bill Schall at their annual memorial service for deceased directors at their July Executive Council meeting.

Pa. Mountain Service Corps has offered to host 2 full-time AmeriCorps positions with the ACD for the 2010/2011 program year.  Funds have been budgeted for the year.  Motion was made by Dennis Hawley, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to accept the offer and begin recruitment for candidates.  Motion carried. 

Watershed Specialist Contracts were received today and signatures were needed from the Board Chairman and Secretary/Treasurer.

Correspondence:  Correspondence was received from the Pa. Department of Environmental Protection regarding 2 grants that were submitted for the 2010 Environmental Education Grants.  Both were turned down.  These were for a Greenhouse Project and Enviroscape Models.  Dennis Hawley would like a copy of the application for the Greenhouse Project.
Agency Reports: Written reports were submitted.  No additions to these reports.
Cooperator Agreements:  None

Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Reviews:

The following were submitted for approval/disapproval:

   6/2/10    Mayport Bridge Replacement – rev. plan.
Redbank Twp.   
CC         A

   6/9/10    East Franklin CDBG – env. review

East Franklin Twp.     
CC          -

Motion was made by Dennis Hawley, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to approve the above plans and their review status as presented.  Motion carried.

Nutrient Management Plan:  - Nutrient Management Specialist Jessica Schaub reviewed and recommends the approval of the Nutrient Management plan for:

Ron Kepple - 140 Ac. Beef operation -  South Buffalo Township  -  55.4 Ac. for nutrient application

Motion was made by DeJay Claypoole, seconded by Dennis Hawley to approve the above plan. Motion carried.

PDIP Applications:  None

Public Comment Period:  Pam Meade invited all to the 25th Annual Crooked Creek Watershed Association Fish Fry to be held on Saturday, July 17, 2010 at the small pavilion at Falcon Park beginning from 2 PM to dark.  There will be fish, French fries, refreshments, raffles, and a lot of good food.

Dennis Hawley announced that River Sweep will be held on Saturday, June 19, 2010 with dumpsters at the mouth of Cowanshannock, Crooked Creek, Fishbasket, and Garvers Ferry Rd.  Participants will receive a free T-shirt.  Trash can be added with the exception of no tires, no refrigerated items, and no batteries.

Meeting adjourned – 7:55 PM.

Next meeting – Wednesday, July 21, 2010 – 7:30 PM – Armsdale Administration Building.

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Cramer, E&S Tech I

