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JANUARY 2010 MINUTES
The Armstrong Conservation District Board of Directors held their monthly meeting at the Armsdale Administration Building, 124 Armsdale Road, Kittanning, PA on Wednesday, January 20, 2010.

Chairman Spurgeon Shilling called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon.  Directors present: Dennis Hawley, Andrew Kimmel, Jerry Longwell, Dave Collier, Commissioner Patricia Kirkpatrick and DeJay Claypoole; Associate Directors, Ron Steffey, Michelle Hickman, Mindy Shay, and Pam Meade; District Manager, Dave Rupert, E&S Tech I/Assistant District Manager Christine Cramer, Watershed Specialist Dave Beale, D&G Specialist Greg Shustrick, Office Manager Cindy Smith, NRCS SDC James Burgess, NRCS John Bohonak, AmeriCorps Member Zach Wolfe, OSM/VIST Miranda Shoemaker and DEP Rep Chuck Kubasik.

The Personnel Committee / District Board members met 10:30 – 11:15 am to discuss personnel issues and items and the Banquet Award Committees met at 11:30 to 12:00 noon.

Public Comment on Agenda Items - None

The Nominating Committee recommended retaining the current 2009 slate of officers for FY 2010 – Chairman – Spurgeon Shilling; Vice-Chairman – Andrew Kimmel; Secretary/Treasurer – Jerry Longwell.  Dave Collier moved, seconded by Andrew Kimmel to accept the recommendation of the Nominating Committee.  Motion carried.

Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to accept the 2010 Committee Assignments and Organizational Appointments as presented. The 2010 list is attached for use and future reference.  Motion carried.

Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by Jerry Longwell to appoint Cindy Smith as Recording Secretary and Assistant Treasurer, Greg Shustrick as Alternate Assistant Treasurer, and Dave Rupert as Alternate Recording Secretary.  Motion carried.

Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by Jerry Longwell to retain Elderton State Bank (including all established fund accounts) as the ACD's financial institution for FY 2010; to maintain the INVEST Program (including all established INVEST fund accounts) and to monitor interest rates on a monthly basis. Motion carried. 

Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to retain the current line of credit authorizations Staples, Walmart, Bradigans, and Capital One (Visa) as presented.  Motion carried.  A discussion on 

securing a procurement card for each individual (staff) of the District that the manager would manage.  Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by Jerry Longwell to explore the possibility of securing a procurement card through PLIGIT.  Motion carried.

2010 Associate Director Additions – Correspondence was sent to Redbank Watershed Association and Kiskiminetas Watershed Association regarding interest in serving as an Associate Director.  
Minutes were reviewed.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to approve the minutes of December 16, 2009. Motion carried.

The Treasurer reported a balance of $151,313.85.  Dennis Hawley moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to approve the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit, purchase needed supplies, pay outstanding bills and to pay PACD $100 for dues.   Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Farm Show Report – Michelle Hickman, DeJay Claypoole and Dave Rupert attended and reported on the Farm Bureau legislative luncheon in Harrisburg.

2010 Annual Combined Banquet – The banquet is scheduled for March 12, 2010 at the Latin American Club in Ford City.  Additional tickets can be purchased by contacting Lori Cogley in the FSA office.   

2010 Tree Sale Update – Greg Shustrick reported on the progress of the annual tree sale.

Reserve Fund Account – A draft policy regarding this account was circulated for discussion, review and approval at the February Board meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS
Personnel Committee Report – Committee Chair Jerry Longwell recommends that the proposed Personnel recommendations to be filed with the Manager as presented.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to approve the committee recommendations.  Motion carried.

Banquet Award Committee Reports – Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Andrew Kimmel to approve the recommended Annual Banquet award recipients as presented by the respective committees.   Motion carried.  

PACD Listserve – On a yearly basis PACD e-mail listserve is purged and updated to the current year (2010).  The 2010 list serve form was circulated to Board members interested in receiving notices and information via e-mail.     

2010 Legislative Breakfast – Board discussed hosting a Legislative Breakfast and the proposed format.  Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by Dave Collier to host a Legislative Breakfast in March at 8:00 am. at King's Family Restaurant in West Kittanning.  Motion carried.  The District was directed to invite and include Ag agencies.  Agencies are to have prepared written reports and be very specific in what you want and what your issue is.

SW Project Grass Farmer Nomination - The Nominating Committee for SW Project Grass is looking for farmers who would be willing to serve on the Executive Committee and attend the SWPG meetings for a term of two years.  The Board nominated no one for this position.

PACD Capitol Days – is tentatively scheduled for March 16th in Harrisburg.  More details will follow for February's meeting.

NRCS MOU – The Cooperative Working Agreement between NRCS and SCC and Armstrong Conservation District is reviewed on an annual basis.  No revisions have been made to this 1997 Memorandum of Understanding as presented.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Andrew Kimmel to accept this document as presented.  Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS

Treasurer's Report – A proposed sample of a new Treasurer's Report format was circulated for review and comments among Board members.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick would like to see line items expended compared against the adopted budget.  Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to accept the new treasurer's format as presented.  Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was received from the following:  1) 2010 Western PA Crops Meeting Tour February 9, 2010 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm at the Kittanning Twp Fire Hall.  2) 2010 SW Regional No Till Conference Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at Giannilli's II, Greensburg 3) Nutrient Trading Workshop at the Ramada Inn and Convention Center, Penn State, January 25, 2010 and 4) DEP's memo regarding the Summary of Audit Findings among Districts across the State.

AGENCY REPORTS

DEP Representative Chuck Kubasik reported that WPCAMR Regional Coordinator Bruce Golden has retired and WPCAMR Watershed Coordinator Andy McAllister will be his replacement. DEP Watershed Manger Stuart Damanski will be the new WPCAMR Watershed Coordinator effective February 1st.  Beaver County Conservation District Board Chairman James Shaner is the new District Manager for the Beaver County Conservation District. 

No Cooperator Agreement requesting assistance. 

The following Erosion and Sediment Control Plans were submitted to the District Board for approval / disapproval:

	Date
	Name
	Twp.
	Rev. 
By
	Status

	
	
	
	
	

	 1/13/2010
	Mahoning Sanitary Sewer - Waste Area 4
	Mahoning
	CC
	D

	 1/13/2010
	Dominion Transmission - rev
	Valley / Cowan
	CC
	A

	 1/14/2010
	Dominion Peoples - rev stream crossing
	Parks
	CC
	A


Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to approve the above plans and their review status. Motion carried.  Spurgeon Shilling abstained.

Cooperative Plan Reviews – None

Nutrient Management Plans - None

PDIP Plans - None

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

NRCS SDC James Burgess reported that cost-share money is available through EQIP (for organic) and AMA for a Seasonal High Tunnel System for Crops.  All persons interested can contact the NRCS office for further details.

Dave Collier reported that there was an article published recently in the New York Times regarding the benefits of grass fed beef.

The District is offering shirts with the District logo for the directors, associate directors and staff.  A sign up sheet was circulated.

The Leader Times published an article regarding the food drive conducted by AmeriCorps member (Zach Wolfe) and OSM/VISTA member (Miranda Shoemaker) on Martin Luther King Day at Shop-n-Save and Foodland. 

Chairman Spurgeon Shilling declared the meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

The next scheduled Board meeting is for Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 12:00 noon at the Armsdale Administration Building in the first floor conference room.

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Smith

Office Manager

