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MARCH 2010 MINUTES
The Armstrong Conservation District Board of Directors held their monthly meeting at the Armsdale Administration Building, 124 Armsdale Road, Kittanning, PA on Wednesday, March 17, 2010.

Chairman Spurgeon Shilling called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon.  Directors present: Dennis Hawley, Commissioner Patricia Kirkpatrick, Jerry Longwell, Dave Collier, and DeJay Claypoole; Associate Directors, Michelle Hickman, Minde Shay, and Pam Meade; District Manager Dave Rupert, E&S Tech I/Assistant District Manager Christine Cramer, Watershed Specialist Dave Beale, D&G Specialist Greg Shustrick, ACT/NM Jessica Schaub; Office Manager Cindy Smith, NRCS SDC James Burgess, AmeriCorps Member Zach Wolfe, OSM/VISTA Miranda Shoemaker.

Public Comment on Agenda Items - None

Minutes were reviewed.  Dave Collier moved, seconded by Jerry Longwell to approve the minutes of February 17, 2010 as presented. Motion carried.

The Treasurer reported a balance of $143,214.15.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick moved, seconded by Dave Collier to approve the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit.  Motion carried. Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dave Collier to pay outstanding bills and purchase needed supplies.  Motion carried.
 OLD BUSINESS
· PLIGIT P-Card Information – A Draft “Purchasing Card Policies and Procedures Guide” was distributed to the Board for review.  The District will mirror the County policy which will take four weeks to phase in.
· WEB Site Update – The District received two Web Site design proposals: Anthony Arduini ($2,300) and Gayle Walters from Creative Catalyst ($2,000 setup / $100 per additional page).  The District had previously rejected the proposal from Allegheny Graphics.  The District is seeking outside funding sources for designing the web page. This item has been tabled.
· Banquet Update – A banquet financial report was circulated.  A suggestion was made not to reserve tables for District staff at next year’s event.
· Legislative Breakfast Report – 26 people attended the March 5 Legislative Breakfast at King’s Family Restaurant in West Kittanning.
· 2010 Tree Sale Update – Sales are going well.  A few varieties of fruit trees are sold out.  Deadline for ordering is March 26.
· Soil Stewardship – A summary of past and present participation was circulated.
NEW BUSINESS

· Summer GIS Intern – District Manager Dave Rupert presented before the Board a proposal to hire a summer intern (400 hours/ $10 per hour) through a PDA Grant of $10,000 to digitize 1) sewer/water lines 2) Ag security areas 3) and watershed layer.  Dave Rupert will supervise and Jessica Schaub will oversee the sewer / water lines and Ag Security layers; Dave Beale will oversee the watershed layer.  Dave Rupert will contact IUP Professor Dr. Benhart and solicit for candidates.  The District will cover initial costs and submit cost reimbursements to PDA.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dave Collier to solicit for interns and bring names back to the April Board meeting.  Motion carried.
· Armstrong County Career TRACK MOU- ACD to enter into a blanket agreement with CAREER Track to do FGM summer work.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to enter into this agreement.  Motion carried.
· Request from Redbank Watershed to the District to act as Fiscal Agent – The Redbank Watershed Association (RWA) is applying for two grants in order to purchase water monitoring equipment. This equipment will aid the group in starting a volunteer water monitoring and educational program in the Redbank Watershed. The group will be focusing on gathering data on AMD discharges in order to apply for future funds to begin remediation. 
RWA has sent in their 501c3 application, and it is in review. In the mean time RWA would like to ask ACD to act as the fiscally responsible party to handle grant funds while RWA obtains their 501c3. The total amount of funds sought for each grant is approximately $3,000. Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to approve that the District acts as fiscal agent for RWA.  Motion carried.
OTHER BUSINESS

· AmeriCorps Position – Dennis Hawley moved, seconded by Dave Collier to apply for two (2) PMSC-AmeriCorps positions for the 2010/2011 PMSC program year.  Motion carried.  The full-time 1700-hour positions will require a cash match of $6,700 and a $2,600 in-kind contribution per member.
· F150 Ford Truck – The 1998 F150 vehicle with 114,000 miles is in need of major engine repair.  Kelley Blue Book report values the truck at $2,250.  The actual costs for repairs could be more than the value of the truck.  There is no money is the budget at this time to purchase a new truck.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to limit repair costs to no more than $1,800.  Motion carried.  Dave Rupert is to do a cost analysis and report back to the Board in April.
CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was received from 1) PACD SW Region Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 6 at the Westmoreland County Conservation District. 2) DEP - Act 167 Stormwater Management Plan (SMP). Pa General Appropriation Act of 2009 contains no funding for DEP to pay grants and reimbursements to counties and municipalities for allowable costs to meet obligations under Act 167.  3) The annual Spring Meeting for DEP SW Region and the PFB County Environmental Coordinators will be held on Wednesday, March 31, 2010 at the Cedarbrook Golf Course located at 215 SR 981 in Belle Vernon, PA. 
AGENCY REPORTS

Nothing to add to written reports.
No Cooperator Agreements were presented requesting assistance. 
The following Erosion and Sediment Control Plans were submitted to the District Board for approval / disapproval:
	Date
	Name
	Twp.
	Rev. 
By
	Status

	
	
	
	
	

	2/23/2010
	Kriebel Minerals - 3 stream crossing
	Madison
	CC
	D

	2/23/2010
	Kriebel Minerals - stream crossing
	Boggs
	CC
	D

	 2/25/2010
	Ford City CDBG - water treatment plant - env review
	Ford City Boro
	CC
	 - - - 

	 2/26/2010
	Ford City Water Treatment Plant - prime farmland
	Ford City Boro
	JWB
	N

	 3/1/2010
	Meredith Oaks Plaza
	Cowan
	CC
	D

	 3/2/2010 
	Meredith Oaks Plaza - rev plan
	Cowan
	CC
	A

	 3/3/2010 
	Kriebel Mineral - 3 stream crossing - rev plan
	Madison
	CC
	A

	 3/3/2010
	Kriebel Mineral - stream crossing - rev plan
	Boggs
	CC
	A

	 3/10/2010
	Northpointe - Parcels #21 & 23 grading
	South Buffalo
	CC
	A


Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to approve the above plans and their review status as presented. Motion carried.  

Cooperative Plan Reviews – None

Nutrient Management Plan - None

PDIP - None

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Crooked Creek Environmental Learning Center is offering a “Young Naturalist Adventure Camp” for youth ages 8 to 12 from July 12 to 16.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dave Collier to participate as a Gold Sponsor ($400).  Motion carried.  Dennis Hawley abstained.

Associate Director Pam Meade asked that a contribution in the “Memory of Bill Schall” be made to the Crooked Creek Environmental Learning Center.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Commissioner Kirkpatrick to make a charitable contribution in the amount of $500 to the Crooked Creek Environmental Learning Center.  Motion carried.  Dennis Hawley abstained.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick stated that a Charitable Trust policy needs to be in place for contributions and who has the oversight to determine how the moneys are to be used.   
Chairman Spurgeon Shilling declared the meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m.

The next scheduled Board meeting is for Wednesday, April 21, 2010 at 7:30 pm at the Armsdale Administration Building.

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Smith
Office Manager
