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MAY 2010 MINUTES
The Armstrong Conservation District Board of Directors held their monthly meeting at the Armsdale Administration Building, 124 Armsdale Road, Kittanning, PA on Wednesday, May 19, 2010.

Chairman Spurgeon Shilling called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Directors present: Andrew Kimmel, Dennis Hawley, Jerry Longwell, Dave Collier, Commissioner Patricia Kirkpatrick and DeJay Claypoole; Associate Directors Michelle Hickman; District Manager Dave Rupert, E&S Tech I/Assistant District Manager Christine Cramer, Office Manager Cindy Smith, NRCS SDC James Burgess, AmeriCorps member Zach Wolfe.

Public Comment on Agenda Items - None

Minutes were reviewed.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to approve the minutes of April 21, 2010 as presented. Motion carried.

The Treasurer reported a balance of $152,318.75.  Dave Collier moved, seconded by Andrew Kimmel to approve the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit.  Motion carried. No Outstanding Bills or Needed Supplies.
 OLD BUSINESS
· P-Card Update – Armstrong County Financial Manager Don Peppler gave District Manager Dave Rupert a P-card status report.  All of the necessary paperwork has been submitted.  Armstrong County is waiting for approval from the bank along with information regarding system training, etc.
· Ford F-150 Update – Lenape Automotive Technology Instructor Jeff Linko has not responded back to the District regarding truck repairs.  The District received an engine repair proposal from (Brian Delp) BD Auto & Towing.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to install the new (remanufactured) engine 3 year, 100,000 mile warranty (Cost $2,400).  Motion carried.
· Plumcreek Phase IV Bid Update – H2O Specialist Dave Beale has requested an extension from DEP for the project until June 30, 2011.  Anticipated bid opening is to be held at the September Board meeting.
· Summer GIS Intern – The four initial candidates are unavailable for the summer internship position each has accepted other employment offers. OSM/VISTA Miranda Shoemaker was being considered for the position on a part-time basis, but due to her new position as Armstrong County Tourist Bureau Director, a 90-day probationary period and the demands of this position it would be in the best interest of the District to contact IUP for potential candidates for this position as a fall term internship.  The County will be interviewing candidates to fill the recently vacated GIS position formerly held by Mark Bletz.  The District will explore possibilities of partnering with Armstrong County on accomplishing the Grant objectives before the end of 2010.
NEW BUSINESS

· Watershed Specialist Grant Application - Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dave Collier to approve the Watershed Specialist Grant Application July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2012 as presented.  Motion carried.
OTHER BUSINESS

· AmeriCorps Member Zach Wolfe – Zach Wolfe thanked everyone for the opportunity to work for the District.  His last day is Friday, May 21, 2010.
CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was received from the following:  1) Pa Envirothon is looking for nominations from County Conservation Districts for members to serve on its Board of Directors.  2) Thank You letters from Dayton Elementary School 3rd graders for their Arbor Day Trees. 3) 63rd PACD/SCC Joint Annual Conference, July 19-20, 2010 at the Days Inn Penn State, State College, PA. 4) PACD Executive Council Overview of Proposed PACD Budget and Dues July 1, 2010 – June 20, 2011. 5) NRCS Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) partner meeting, Monday, Mary 24th. 6)  A Thank You from State Representative Sam Smith regarding the District’s support for a gas severance tax that would dedicate a percentage of its proceeds to Conservation Districts.
AGENCY REPORTS

NRCS James Burgess clarified the confidentiality provisions contained in Section 1619 of the 2008 Farm Bill and that as a cooperating agency with NRCS, the conservation district (staff and directors) will only use a cooperator’s information to provide assistance to that cooperator.  It also states that the District may not release a cooperator’s information to an outside entity without the cooperator’s written consent.  Dave Collier moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to enter into the Section 1619 Acknowledgement Agreement.  Motion carried.  Deadline for the second round of Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) signups is June 11, 2010.  Agricultural Energy Conservation and Efficiency - Ag producers in 29 states, including PA have until June 18, 2010 to sign up for energy audits through USDA’s new energy initiative.  There will be approximately 1,000 farm energy audit evaluations in 29 states including Pa.   
No Cooperator Agreements were presented requesting assistance. 

The following Erosion and Sediment Control Plans were submitted to the District Board for approval / disapproval:
	Date

	Name

	Twp.

	Rev. 
By

	Status


					
	 4/26/2010

	Plum Contracting, Inc - waste area

	Plumcreek

	CC

	A


	 4/27/2010

	Cowan Station Bridge - waste area

	East Franklin

	GJS

	A


	 4/27/2010

	Hawk Campground Plan – revised

	Brady's Bend

	GJS

	A


	 5/11/2010

	Shallow Land Disposal (Numec)

	Parks

	CC

	A



	
	
	
	
	


Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Andrew Kimmel to approve the above plans and their review status as presented. Motion carried.  

Nutrient Management Plan – NM Specialist Jessica Schaub reviewed and recommends that the NM Plan for Wayne Truitt’s 128-acre beef operation located in Mahoning Township be approved.   Andrew Kimmel moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to approve Wayne Truitt’s NM plan.  Motion carried.
PDIP - None

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Jerry Longwell reminded those present that there is a standing Board approval for Board members and staff to attend the 63rd PACD/SCC Joint Annual Conference, Days Inn Penn State, State College, Pa July 19-20, 2010.   Anyone interested in attending should notify the Manager to coordinate travel and lodging.
District Manager Dave Rupert will be attending the Management Summit at the Ramada Inn State College on June 16 and 17th and will not be able to attend the June 16th Board meeting.      

There are two potential OSM/VISTA candidates that may be interested in relocating to Armstrong County.  
Chairman Spurgeon Shilling declared the meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

The next scheduled Board meeting is for Wednesday, June 16, 2010 at 7:30 pm at the Armsdale Administration Building.

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Smith
Office Manager
