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MARCH 2011 MINUTES
The Armstrong Conservation District Board of Directors held their monthly meeting at the Armsdale Administration Building, 124 Armsdale Road, Kittanning, PA on Wednesday, March 16, 2011.

Vice Chairman Andrew Kimmel called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Directors present: Dennis Hawley, Jerry Longwell, Commissioner Patricia Kirkpatrick and DeJay Claypoole; Associate Director, Michelle Hickman; District Manager, Dave Rupert, E&S Tech I Christine Cramer, Office Manager Cindy Smith, DEP Representative Chuck Kubasik. 
Public Comment on Agenda Items – An Executive Session to discuss personnel issues will be conducted at the end of the Board meeting.
Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to approve the minutes of February 16, 2011 as presented. Motion carried.

The Treasurer reported a balance of $84,078.77.  Commissioner Kirkpatrick moved, seconded by Jerry Longwell to approve the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit.   Motion carried.  No Outstanding Bills or Needed Supplies were presented. 

OLD BUSINESS
2011 Tree Sale – The 2011 tree sales ($3,748) is lagging behind in sales compared to 2010 ($8,004.72) tree sales.  Deadline is March 18th.  Distribution is scheduled for Saturday, April 16, 2011 at Lenape Tech from 8 am to 12 noon.  
2011 Legislative Breakfast – The breakfast will be held on Friday, March 25th from 8am – 10 am at King's Family Restaurant, Kittanning.  RSVP by Friday, March 18th.  
Banquet Award Committee Reports – Annual Combined Banquet Financial Report / Bank Balance $777.70
Soil Stewardship – Information was sent to 16 churches / 6 responses; 9 schools / 12 classes requesting information.  
Earthmoving Contractors Workshop – Well attended event with a lot of interaction, questions and discussion.  
PACD Regional Meeting – District Manager Dave Rupert and Director Dennis Hawley attended the PACD SW Region meeting held at Westmoreland CCD on Friday, March 11, 2011.  The next regional meeting is scheduled for October 14th at Beaver CCD.  PACD/SCC Joint Annual Conference is scheduled for July 11-12 at the Ramada Conference Center in State College, PA.   Effective March 21, 2011, Robert Maiden will be the new PACD Executive Director. Robert comes to PACD from the PA Department of Environmental Protection, where he most recently served as Community Relations and Revitalization consultant in the South Central Office. He is a resident of Camp Hill, PA. PACD is proposing a change in the definition of a Farmer Director.  As per policy established by the County, the Armsdale Building is secured/locked at 4:30 pm; Board meetings are conducted at 7:30 pm a suggestion was made to secure an outside device (buzzer) to notify persons inside for entry into the building.    PACD approved ACD's dues waiver request for the period of July 1, 2010, through June 30, 2011.  Upon receipt ACD will be considered in good standing for the PACD fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012 and will be able to participate in all PACD member activities, including voting during region and statewide PACD meetings, during that period.    Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Denny Hawley to pay the reduced dues fee of $100.  Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS

Two Tiered Retirement Plan – Discussion took place on the desire of the Board to establish a two tiered retirement plan for current and future District employees.  The Board decided to discuss the matter in more detail in an executive session at the conclusion of the meeting.
NM Plan Revision – Dave Collier's NM Plan is to be updated as per DEP guidance.   NM Plans are to be updated every three years.  Jessica Schaub is requesting guidance on updating Dave Collier's NM plan.  This issue will be discussed further in executive session.
Employment Resignation – Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to accept the resignation of Greg Shustrick effective April 1, 2011.  Motion carried.
OTHER BUSINESS

Certification Modules – DEP Rep Chuck Kubasik presented Associate Director Michelle Hickman with a Certificate of Completion for successfully completing the 8 training modules & quizzes of the PA "Building for Tomorrow" Leadership Development Program.
CORRESPONDENCE – None  
AGENCY REPORTS – Nothing to add to written reports. 
Cooperator Agreements were presented requesting assistance.  (Inactive) 
Judith A Fulton


88 acres

Burrell Township
Steven L Six


129± acres

Brady's Bend Township
Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to place on inactive status.  Motion carried.
The following Erosion and Sediment Control Plans were submitted to the District Board for approval / disapproval:

	Date
	Name
	Twp.
	Rev. 
By
	Status

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 2/18/2011
	Plum Creek Bridge - waste area #1
	Plum Creek
	CC
	A

	 2/18/2011
	Plum Creek Bridge - waste area #3
	Plum Creek
	CC
	A

	 3/14/2011
	McVille Mining - prime farmland
	N Buffalo
	AG 
	N


Denny Hawley moved, seconded by Commissioner Kirkpatrick to approve the above plans and their review status as presented. Motion carried. 
COOPERATIVE PLAN REVIEWS – None

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS - None

PDIP PLANS - None

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – No comments
The Armstrong Conservation District recessed to an Executive Session 8:08 pm, Board returned from Executive Session at 8:45 pm.  
Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to establish a two tired retirement system with PMRS that will have an effective date of July 1, 2011.  All employees hired after that date will receive a retirement contribution from the District of up to 5% of their annual salary provided they match the District contribution up to 5%.  Motion carried.  

DeJay Claypoole moved, seconded by Jerry Longwell to assign the check signing responsibility previously held by Greg Shustrick to Jessica Schaub.  Miss Schaub is to be bonded at the same amount as Mr. Shustrick.  It was further moved and seconded that Miss Schaub will not perform NM plan updates for producers.  Motion carried.
Vice-Chairman Andrew Kimmel declared the meeting adjourned at 8:47 pm.  The next Armstrong Conservation District Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 20th at 7:30 pm at the Armsdale Administration Building, Conference Room #103.

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy L Smith

Office Manager

