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OCTOBER 2011 MINUTES
The Armstrong Conservation District Board of Directors held their monthly meeting at the Armsdale Administration Building, 124 Armsdale Road, Kittanning, PA on Wednesday, October 19th, 2011.

Vice-Chairman Andrew Kimmel called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Directors present: Dennis Hawley, Dave Collier, Jerry Longwell and DeJay Claypoole; Associate Director Michelle Hickman; District Manager Dave Rupert, E&S Tech Christine Cramer, D&G Specialist Gregg Smith,  Watershed Specialist Dave Beale, Office Manager Cindy Smith, AmeriCorps Member Will Thomas, Pa Dept of Ag Western Regional Director James Kennedy and guest Ben Kimmel.   
Public Comment on Agenda Items – None
Due to the lack of a quorum the September 21, 2011 Armstrong Conservation District Board meeting was cancelled.

Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dave Collier to approve the minutes of July 20, 2011 as presented. Motion carried.

The Treasurer reported a balance of $92,007.40.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to approve the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit.   Motion carried.  
Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dave Collier to purchase Needed Supplies and pay Outstanding Bills.  Motion carried.   

OLD BUSINESS
Review / Comments / Questions on District Mgr Memo to the Board – Proceed with Board meeting and discuss items as presented on the September 23, 2011 memo.
NEW BUSINESS

PMRS (Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System) 2012 MMO Obligation – Act 205 of 1984 requires the Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) to be given to the plan's governing board.  The 2012 MMO is the amount the governing board must contribute to the plan in the next plan year.  The memo, provided under the guidance of the PMRS is intended to satisfy the legal requirements of Act 205.  No action is needed.

Growing Greener Grants – H2O Specialist Dave Beale reported on two GG grants that were submitted to the DEP Growing Greener Grants Center for consideration.  Deadline for submission was August 26th.  Carnahan Watershed (Parks and Kiski Twp) $100K - Redbank Watershed (Armstrong / Clarion County) $176K.  Dave Collier moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to submit grants for consideration.  Motion carried.
2011 Fall Tour Report – Dave Beale reported on the progress of a possible fall tour.  Two operators of Marcellus sites have been contacted for possible site tours.  No response has been received.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to contact the Marcellus Coalition to conduct a possible classroom presentation at the ELC.  Motion carried. 
2012 Action Plan (preliminary) – The preliminary 2012 Action Plan was distributed.  This item will be open for discussion at the November meeting.
2012 Budget (preliminary) – The ACD Budget Committee has prepared and presented a balanced budget for FY 2012 for the Armstrong Conservation District Board consideration.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to approve and submit the 2012 ACD Budget to the Armstrong County Commissioners for consideration and approval.  Motion carried.  The District is not requesting an increase in allocation for 2012.
QAB Report & 2012 D&G Allocations – D&G Specialist Gregg Smith highlighted the QABs recommendation for this round of funding.  All eligible municipalities that submitted applications will be offered funding. A 2012 ESM workshop is being planned at the Distant Firehall. Dennis Hawely moved, seconded by Dave Collier to approve the recommendations of the QAB Board.  Motion carried.  See attached D&G memo for reference. 
2010 Audit – The 2010 detailed audit was distributed for review and discussion.  The 2010 Audit review/discussion will be deferred until the November meeting.
AG Easement Support Grant from PDA – Dave Collier moved, seconded by DeJay Claypoole to approve the FY 2011 – 12 CDFAP Ag Conservation Easement Conservation District Adm Support Program Renewal.  Motion carried.
OTHER BUSINESS

Purchasing Card – The County of Armstrong has a working purchasing card policy in place.  The District Board has decided to take a wait and see approach before adopting a policy for District employees.
GenON Settlement Leadership Strategy Meeting – GenOn NE Management Company has agreed to pay $5 million to settle charges that wastewater discharges from its Conemaugh coal-fired power plant entered into the Conemaugh River violating the federal Clean Water Act on 8,684 days since 2005. GenOn must pay $3.5 million of the total penalty to the Foundation for PA Watersheds to establish the Conemaugh River Watershed Restoration Fund, to "support environmental restoration, preservation, and protection projects intended to benefit the Conemaugh River and its ecosystem," according to the settlement agreement.  H2O Specialist Dave Beale will attend a strategy meeting Thursday, October 20th 2011 at Omni Bedford Springs to cover the CRWRF funding requirements to apply for a possible project in Armstrong County (Roaring Run Watershed ARRI Tree planting project).  A completed GenON Settlement Application Form is required.  Jerry Longwell moved, seconded by Dennis Hawley to submit an application for consideration.  Motion carried.  Partners would be Penns Corner RC&D, RRWA, the District.
CORRESPONDENCE – None
AGENCY REPORTS – Nothing to add to written reports.   
The following Cooperator Agreements request for assistance was submitted to the District Board for approval/disapproval.




Billy J Porter

Parks-Kiski Twp
70 acres




Timothy Martin

Parks Twp

42 acres

DeJay Claypoole moved, seconded by Dave Collier to approve the above agreements.  Motion carried. 

The following Erosion and Sediment Control Plans were submitted to the District Board for approval / disapproval:
	Date
	Name
	Twp.
	Rev. 
By
	Status

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7/21/2011
	Matric South - Lot 14 - building addition
	S Buffalo 
	CC
	D

	 7/25/2011
	Matric South - Lot 14 - building addition - rev plan
	S Buffalo 
	CC
	A

	 7/28/2011
	Kittanning Boro CDBG - Hose Co #4 Boiler - env rev
	Kittanning
	CC
	 - - - 

	 7/28/2011
	Kittanning Boro CDBG - Hose Co #4 Boiler - prime farmland
	Kittanning
	LH
	Y

	 8/15/2011
	Mahoning Sewer - Phase 2B
	Mahoning
	CC
	A

	 8/31/2011
	Armstrong County YMCA - rev NPDES boundary
	Kittanning
	CC
	A

	 9/15/2011
	PennDOT; SR 28 Slabtown / Baum PAI-0503-11-001
	Boggs
	CC
	A

	 10/17/2011
	Christ the King Church - minor modification
	Gilpin
	CC
	A


Dennis Hawley moved, seconded by Jerry Longwell to approve the above plans and their review status as presented. Motion carried. 
COOPERATIVE PLAN REVIEWS – None

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS - None

PDIP PLANS - None

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Director Dennis Hawley attended the PACD South West Region meeting at the Beaver County Conservation District October 14, 2011 and reported on the present Oil and Gas Resolution regarding the presence and involvement of the Conservation Districts in the present industry.   PACD supports the conservation district reassumption of Chapter 102 and 105 responsibilities by the DEP rescinding the March 128, 2009 memo.   

Director Jerry Longwell is reminding everyone to consider / submit nominations for the 2011 Youth Award for the 2012 Annual Combined Banquet in March.
There being no further business to come before the Board, Vice Chairman Kimmel, hearing no objections, declared the meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted,

Cindy L Smith

Office Manager
